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Answer THREE questions.

You must start the answer to your �rst question on page 5.
You must start the answer to your second question on page 9.
You must start the answer to your third question on page 13.

Section 1: Bengal before the Mughals

1 Explain the impact of the changes Iliyas Shah made to Bengal.

 In addition to your own knowledge, you may use the following to help in your 
answer: 

 • military conquests 
 • administration 
 • relations with Delhi.

(Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)

Section 2: Bengal in the Mughal Empire

2 Why did the Mughal Empire lose its control of Bengal in the first half of the 
eighteenth century?

 In addition to your own knowledge, you may use the following to help in your 
answer:

 • Murshid Quli Khan
 • European merchants
 • the rule of Nawabs.

(Total for Question 2 = 20 marks)

Section 3: Bengal under British rule

3 Why did Bangla develop into a written language between 1770 and 1850?

 In addition to your own knowledge, you may use the following to help in your 
answer:

 • William Carey
 • the Serampore Press
 • Raja Ram Mohan Roy.

(Total for Question 3 = 20 marks)
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Section 4: Bengal from partition to partition: 1905–1947

4 Why did opposition to British rule grow in Bengal between 1918 and 1935? 

 In addition to your own knowledge, you may use the following to help in your 
answer: 

 • the Government of India Act, 1919 
 • M. A. Jinnah’s ‘Fourteen Points’, 1929 
 • the Round Table Conferences, 1930–32. 

(Total for Question 4 = 20 marks)

Section 5: Undivided Pakistan

5 Why did the Six-Point Programme have such dramatic effects on relations between 
East and West Pakistan in 1966?

 In addition to your own knowledge, you may use the following to help in your 
answer:

 • increased powers for the provincial governments
 • separate taxation and finance for East and West Pakistan
 • free trade in goods between East and West Pakistan.

(Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)

Section 6: The struggle for independence and the creation of the People’s Republic 
of Bangladesh

6 Why were the Pakistani armed forces defeated in the 1971 War of Liberation? 

 In addition to your own knowledge, you may use the following to help in your 
answer: 

 • the Mukti Bahini 
 • guerrilla tactics 
 • support from India.

(Total for Question 6 = 20 marks)
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Section 7: Bangladesh since 1975

7 Why has the number of political parties in Bangladesh increased since 1975?

 In addition to your own knowledge, you may use the following to help in your 
answer:

 • general elections
 • caretaker governments
 • political leaders.

(Total for Question 7 = 20 marks)

Section 8: The heritage, language and culture of Bangladesh

8 Why did the Language Movement become so important in the 1950s and 1960s?

 In addition to your own knowledge, you may use the following to help in your 
answer:

 • Ekushey February
 • Bangla
 • the Pakistan Constitution.

(Total for Question 8 = 20 marks)
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Indicate your FIRST question choice on this page.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number: 

 Question 1 Question 5

 Question 2 Question 6

 Question 3 Question 7

 Question 4 Question 8
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TOTAL FOR PAPER = 60 MARKS


